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!HAVE seen and spoken to Dreyfus, the pris'V oner of" Devil's Island, the most famous

prisoner in the world.

'f/Ofijw In my capacity a.s a physician I wa?

privileged to see hitn. Believing in his innocence,and feeling a g:eat sympathy for

I him, I took care to encourage him a*nd to

1 obtain from him a message for the world.

X^Xss^y I have been a practising physician in

Cayenne, the unspeakable capital of the

unspeakable French colony of Guiana.

In July last there was an outbreak of yellow fever

among the convicts of the lie Royale. Two of the prison
doctors were stricken down, and I was called in, with
nthpr-s from Cavenne. to save the situation.
At that time, you will remember, there was an outcry

in France that Dreyfus was dangerously ill and that he

was being done to death by the severity of his keepers.
The Minister of the Colonies ordered M. Verignon, the directorof the penitentiary, to have a medical report preparedof Dreyfus's condition.
One of the regular prison doctors was assigned to make

this report, but I managed to accompany him. I may say
here that the doctors were the only persons at the penitentiarywho cared whether Dreyfus lived or died.

The lies du Salut are three in number. Of these the

northernmost is the He du Diable (Devil's Island), the

prison of Dreyfus. The largest island in the centre of the

group is called the He Royale and contains the convict
settlement. On the southern island.the lie St. Jcseph.
there are only some storehouses.

Seen on a fine day, the islands are gems in the ocean.

They are crowned by beautifully grren cocoanut trees.
In reality, they are full of fever, alternately scorched by
the sun and drenched by the rain, swarming with snakes,
mosquitoes and noxious insects.

From the lie Royale one can alfiiost hear a person
speak on Devil's Island, and can easily distinguish sign?
made by him.

In the first place, I will relate my personal experience
with Dreyfus. On our first visit we were accompanied by
M. Verignon, the director of the pen'.tent'ary. We found
the prisoner suffering: from an affection of the liver, anaemiaand other conditions, due to nervous depression and

improper. nourishment.
At the time he was also suffering from an inc'pi:nt attackof bilious fever, which might become grave if not

attended to.
I felt the prisoner's pulse, and at the same time managedto whisper to him that I would take a message from

him if I could. At this moment my medical friehd was

occupying M. Verignon in somewhat animated conversation.
Dreyfus was confined to his bed five days, and reqdred

constant medical attention. My friend was greatly occupiedby the sick convicts, who were dying like poisoned
rats.

I was therefore assigned to attend Dreyfus,
At all times I was watched both by Dreyfus's guard?

and an official specially detailed by the director of the
penitentiary. Nevertheless, my prolonged visits wearied
the guards somewhat, and they unintentionally permitted

*

A

rW

^ji:
<0%,«., oBBBSSPiiBP^

nd, Where France's Famous Prisoner Is Conf

v*. u - U>%^4*0*£. r*:{*, ^

- ft H

ious Prisoner of the Century, i
VWWVAAAAAA ^

Jewish officer appointed to the General 1
4

ts to Germany, publicly degraded and ban~ X

X
Major Esterhazy was author of bordereau X
is punished. X
isident of Senate, investigates case and X

-t
-ULi. . C . h i_ ; v !X
;<aiiuy ur urcyiubs cuiiueiiinauion ana is

declares his absolute belief in Dreyfus's X
rial. X
virtually admitting charge that he forged X

+
)n of the Dreyfus case. X
»st of Colonel Picquart in order to condemn X
:an reopen the Dreyfus case. X

T

me to hold communication with the prisoner.
"Do not be discouraged," r\said. "Truth and justice are

011 your side, and they will save you in the end. Your
friends are invincible. They do not know when they are
beaten. Once your case seemed hopeless. Now the prospectsare bright."

'Dreyfus said to me at various times:
"I do not give up hope. That is the only thing which

keeps me alive. But the ordeal almost kills me. The disgrace,the climate, the horrible solitude, the brutal regime
here, are enough to kill a man with brighter prospects than
mine.

"Tell mf friends that I will keep alive, if I can, out of
gratitude for tjieir work."

I had, of course, an opportunity to gain a perfect knowledgeof the surroundings of Dreyfus.
Three buildings in all are occupied by Dreyfus and his

guards. They ^re situated near the southern end of the
island on a little plateau 60 feet long by 150 feet high.
The object which at once strikes the eye is a wooden

tower, some thirty feet high, with a platform at the top.
Here is mounted a Hotchkiss machine gun. It sweeps
the island and the surrounding ocean, and is capable of
destroying a»y craft less than a war ship.

The tower backs against the house of the guards, a woo:

five feet square, with a veranda.
One only sees the roof of Dreyfus's hut, which is enclosi

palisade. The hut is of sheet iron, so that the prisoner ma;
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